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Assumptions

I am assuming you have never applied a vinyl graphic before and you have set aside some time in 
your busy day to apply the graphic so you are not rushed. The graphic you have purchased is cut to 
your desired design and size, and is ready to be applied. The vinyl graphic is made from a high- 
performance, high quality vinyl . Don’t settle for the cheap stuff! And my last assumption is you want 
to learn everything you can to do the job right in a short period of time. Well let me tell you, you’ve 
come to the right place and ANYONE can do it! But you must follow some orderly instructions to get 
everything to turn out right. So let’s get on with it.

Tools
The list below outlines the necessary tools and materials you’ll need to install your 
graphic correctly. 

1           Squeegee made for applying vinyl ( included in kit)

2           Masking tape (  Not included)
3           Ruler or measuring tape ( Not included)

4          Vinyl application fluid ( Not included)

5 Spray bottle with water and dish washing soap

6         China Marker (optional)

7        And a garage or covered area. So that there is no or minimum dust.

First, the squeegee is usually made of vinyl or plastic and is single or double edged about four 
inches in width. Wherever you got the graphic should carry them. If not, you can purchase from your 
local sign shop. Be sure the edges are not nicked. They should be smooth. If they are not, it will 
cause streaks or bubbles when you apply your graphic (if it’s nicked, contact me and I will share a 
trick with you on how to make it smooth) . If it’s new, you should be fine.

Masking tape will be used to position and hold the graphic while you are squeegeeing .Have a 
ruler and/or measuring tape available to position and align the graphic properly to your surface.

Using a “wet” application is the best way to go for larger graphics. Application fluid allows 
much more freedom in positioning .

Use a vinyl application fluid  ( dish washing soap and water mixture)You’ll need 
Denatured Alcohol to remove any residues .(OPTIONAL)The spray bottles can be 
purchased at any hardware store.  The spray bottle is used to spray the application fluid onto 
the surface and graphic. You’ll use soap and water to clean the surface initially. Household 
dishwashing soap is fine. Just use a few drops. Have a hose available to wash down and rinse 
off the surface. Use the cheapest paper towels you can buy.  Use a clean paper towel for 
each step. You’ll use the sewing pin to prick any bubbles to release trapped air under the 
graphic. Yes, it happens, but it’s NO big deal. It happens to everyone including the pro’s, but 
you would never know it once the bubbles have been popped.(ONLY IF NEEDED)You may 
want to use a level if you intend on installing the graphic, well, level. Don’t eyeball it. The 
contours on a car and the lines will throw you off big time. If possible have a covered area 
where you can work. It makes a big difference. Not only will it keep “things” from landing on 
your surface, but it shields against wind. Wind is not your friend, especially when doing a large 
graphic installation. It can be done, but it’s just more  tricky.
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Surface Preparation

The most critical part of installing a graphic has nothing to do with “installation.” It’s all in the cleaning preparation. 
Your goal is to get your surface as clean as possible. Not only will it make your graphic stick much better, but it will last 
longer and be easier to work with and position. You need to get rid of two elements: organic (bugs, sap, dirt, etc.), use 
the soap and water to do this. Easy! Now dry it with those paper towels. Next you need to get rid of petrochemicals 
(wax, tax, grease, oil, gas residue, etc), t Wet one towel with the chemical and put in one hand. Hold a dry paper 
towel(s) in the other. As you wipe with the wet towel, follow immediately with the dry towel. The goal is to not let the 
chemical dry on the surface. Okay, almost done. Finish using the same technique (two hands, two towels) but
with the Denatured Alcohol. This removes any remaining residue from the surface.  You’re ready to install. Move 
the car into the garage or undercover if possible. If not, try at least to be in the shade. Now, admire how freaking 
clean your car looks! WOW! (As a note if it’s not clear already, DO NOT wax your car in advance if you know 
you are going to install a graphic – wax is not
your friend here). 

Positioning
Examine the area where you want to install your graphic. Be creative. Even though you imagined it on the rear 
quarter panel for example, move it around.  You may find it looks better in a different spot than where you 
imagined it. Your vehicle is a palette for you to express your creative juices. Once you’ve determined where you 
want it, tape the graphic’s edges with the masking tape and step back again for a final look. Make any necessary 
adjustments. You can use your China marker to make marks for alignment, or use some extra masking tape 
directly next -to and above the edges of your graphic. Tape comes off easy, is a straight line and is easy to see- 
works for me.

Remove the graphic off the surface leaving the alignment marks or tape. Now you are ready to install! 

Installation

Hinge Free Method (for all types of small graphics- “peel and stick it”)
Since we are doing a “wet” application using application fluid, follow these steps. 

1) Use your spray bottle to soak the surface with the application fluid.
2)   Slowly peel off the “release liner” (this is the wax paper on the back of the graphic) away from the    
graphic. The top sheet is called “transfer tape” (it’s similar to large masking tape...ours is  sometimes clear).
            Make sure the graphic sticks to the transfer tape. You don’t want any part to stick    together.
 3)  Next, Spray the sticky side of the graphic with your application fluid as well. You can spray the sticky side          
as you are pulling the graphic away from the liner.
4) Apply the graphic to your surface and flatten it by pulling the corners into position. Try to           get all the 
wrinkles and air bubbles out without applying pressure.
5)  Squeegee technique is very important here! Hold the squeegee at a 45 degree angle and with   
overlapping firm strokes, begin squeegeeing the graphic from the middle to the edge.  Firm pressure. It’s 
rare you’ll use too much pressure, but very common to not use enough      pressure. This will get rid of most 
air bubbles, adhere the graphic properly, and squeeze
           the application fluid away from under the graphic.
6)Spray the top of the graphic (transfer tape) with the application fluid and squeegee once again .This will 
loosen the transfer tape and make removing the tape much easier.
7) Begin by pulling the edge of the transfer tape at a zero degree angle. The transfer tape should be pulled 
directly along the surface. Don’t pull it straight up. If the graphic is not sticking,          re  squeegee  it back 
down and WAIT a little while. It WILL stick. Glass takes the longest to  dry.

Hopefully it looks pretty sweet! The graphic is sometimes still “moveable,” so be careful immediately after 
applying wet. If the graphic starts to pull up with the transfer tape, just lay it back down, squeegee again 
and wait a little while. This might happen with a wet application.  If it’s just not staying down for some 
reason, you might want to use a hairdryer to heat the graphic a bit. Once the tape is removed, look for any 
air bubbles. You’ll probably have a few if it’s a large graphic. No worry. Simply press around the air bubble 
to raise the air as much as possible to a single point. Next, take your pin and poke a small hole at the edge 
of the bubble and use your finger to press the air and fluid towards the pin hole. After the graphic settles 
and with a little time you never see it. 

Tips, Tricks, and Trickery 
First, let’s start with the Trickery: curves, molding and body creases. Try to avoid these areas                 
whenever possible. When dealing with valleys be sure and use the squeegee’s edge at a 90 degree angle to 
push the graphic into the valleys and hold the squeegee horizontally when moving over molding. The most 
important thing to remember here is to take your time. Look for a plan of attack. Each situation will require a 
slightly different technique. 
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